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 On the RIVER 
          Connecting ALVA Florida NEIGHBORS and NEIGHBORHOODS

TO SUBSCRIBE, offer articles, or to contact the publisher/editor with any questions, email Ken 
DeWalt  kendewalt@ontheriver.org  . The deadline for receipt of any materials is the 15th of the month previous to the month you wish 
the articles to run. Issues go out before the 1st of each month, and are subject to possible editing. 

See our commercial advertising terms on the last page of this newsletter. We encourage all subscribers to consider patronizing the 
paid advertisers. Their support of our mission helps us provide you with this local Alva area newsletter. 

www.ONTHERIVER.ORG   Archive of all OTR newsletters and lots more, all FREE including a link to 

www.ALVAFL.org/newsletter  to see previous  Alva INC newsletters archived since 2010  

______________________________________________________________________________________________  

PLEASE CONTACT any event sponsor promoted in the ON THE RIVER newsletter to check  the ir  latest plan for 
dealing with the ongoing COVID  VIRUS PANDEMIC  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

-LOCAL Alva area news: Gambling in the village 

-LOCAL land development news: Coming east 

-LOCAL history: Alva Business Boosters, once 

-LOCAL Community services: All kinds 

-LOCAL club and organization news: Rotary to DAR 

-LOCAL recipes and health tips: Newest from Maggie 

-LOCAL safety & health information: Where to get help 
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3000+ may view in Alva Florida Friends https://www.facebook.com/groups/alva.fl/  

1000+ may view in Know Your Neighbors 239 https://www.facebook.com/groups/757702127967077 

800+ may view in Fort Myers Shores Neighborhood Group https://www.facebook.com/groups/1296361133883401 

1,300+ Ƴŀȅ ǾƛŜǿ ƛƴ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ¦Ǉ .ǳŎƪƛƴƎƘŀƳ ϧ !ƭǾŀ https://www.facebook.com/groups/195607809187479 

3000+ may view in Nextdoor Alva https://nextdoor.com/city/alva --fl/    
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ALVA INC, At the Alva Community Center.  

ZOOM access will be available for those who 

are unable to attend. 

Info@AlvaFl.org       WEBSITE       www.ALVAFL.org 

NEXT MEETING: Every Second Tuesday, 7pm, Alva Community Center 

----------------------------------------------- 

ALVA INC introduces new Board of Directors at April Meeting 

Connie Dennis, Alva INC secretary, 

opened the April meeting at the Alva 

Community Center with the pledge to 

the American Flag. It occurred to me in 

bold capital letters at that moment why 

America is supporting the Ukrainian 

Government and people in its war of 

defense against the Russian invasion. 

Because a meeting for open discussion 

like this would never be allowed in 

Russia, or any country ruled by an 

autocrat and his or her cronies.  God 

bless America. 

Connie introduced the new Board of Directors of Alva INC and reminded us that the officers will be 

elected by the board at the regular May meeting. 

Emily Smith, treasurer, announced that more members and over $600.00, mostly in new member 

dues, have been received in March than in any single month in years. The current balance of the 

organization is over $1,301.09. Emily and Connie told us this money, and a hoped for continued 

increase in membership, will fund new actions by Alva INC in promotion of its primary purpose to KEEP 

ALVA RURAL and to develop Action Teams made up of small groups of members focused on key areas 

of concern or education of all Alva area residents. 

One of the board members commented that her reason for being on the board is that she knows 

developers and most county officials are very pro-development and that she feels Alva INC and other 

concerned resident groups are important because they can help make whatever development is 

approved be more environment smart and lifestyle friendly for former and newer residents. 

Discussion of the following subjects followed. First, the proposed wedding and party venue at the 

former Woodsmen of the World site on Packinghouse Road:  
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Roxanne Gause reported on a March 30th hearing which was held at the Lee County offices for this 

project. 18 Alva INC folk attended, most to speak about concerns for the project.  It was felt by the 

attenders that their concerns were well heard.  The hearing official, Amanda Rivera, will soon offer her 

decision on the hearing.  She can pass her recommendations on to the County Commissioners or reject 

the project all together.  

Parking, alcohol sales and plans for a new 3,600 SF. building on site ŀǊŜ !ƭǾŀ Lb/Ωǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ 

though it appears the 9 residents within 500 feet of the site are all opposed, and may not have been 

approached early on by the developer as required. The laƴŘ ƻǿƴŜǊ ǎǘƛƭƭ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ 

sale as well. No one at the meeting knows why. 

Leslie Roberts shared that the River Hall community residents opposed to any high density expansion 

of new homes in the River Hall community on rte 80 near Old Olga are organizing an effective voice 

against the planned addition of about 400+ smaller homes on smaller sites to the community.  

A new NEXT DOOR social media page has been started for the group and the last meeting by the 

developer and Lee County Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ΨƛƴǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎƛŜǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊ Ƴǳǎǘ 

satisfy before the plan can go forward with Lee County. Noted is the fact that River Hall is experiencing 

difficulty with providing enough lawn water now, and is still planning a new 9-hole golf course. Potable 

water as well as sewer access is purchased from county infrastructure by the residents. 

Paul Furbay shared information on the Owl Creek development of almost 400 homes surrounding the 

present Owl Creek Marina, off Rte 78 near rte 31. The plan was passed on to the Lee County 

Commissioners to Tallahassee before the State Department of Economic Opportunity. This will be the 

first development of others on the way containing several thousand homes now being planned within 

a couple of miles of the rte 31 and rte 78 intersection in the next couple of years. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

SWFL Crime Stoppers and Lee County Police STILL hoping to identify woman 

accused of stealing more than 100 plants 

{ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ /ǊƛƳŜ {ǘƻǇǇŜǊǎ ƛǎ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ ƻŦ 

stealing hundreds of flowers. Crime Stoppers says the woman is accused of stealing more than 120 

azalea and hibiscus plants from the 

Alva Garden Club in Lee County. 

If you recognize the woman, you are 

asked to call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-

780-TIPS (8477) 

 

 


