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Keep up with your zip code COVID -19 infection rate

(TY Carol Johnson)
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New study refutes benefits of 3 proposed
toll roads in Florida

(TY Naples Daily News)

A consulting group refuted a handful of intended benefits of|a
proposed statewide toll road system in a new study release
Wednesday.

|8

Cornell Consulting, a studenin group outof Cornell
University, concluded the Muttise Corridors of Regional
Economic Significance, known astMRES, will not benefit
hurricane evacuations, traffic congestion or broadband
access. The group also found the toll road project would
create negativeeconomic returns.
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The M-CORES project is broken into three corridors throughaut the -

state, each with its own task force. The proposed sections of the toll 2 SR

roads are the Suncoast Connector, the Northern Turnpike Connector ’-_

and the Southwest-Central Connector, which would run from Collier :

County to Polk County.

"Possible improvements could include other transportation modes i -

including freight and passenger rail, public transit and trails i and Northern Turnpike '
broadband, water and sewer c¢ onne ConnectorStudy Area g elct |
most precious environmental and historical resources and enhancing

economic prosperity,” FDOT spokeswoman Beth Frady wrote in an Southwest-Central

email. Florida Connector Study Area

Each areabés task force must provide a final evaluatijon
Legislature by Nov. 15, though some members on the southwest task force remain unconvinced the roads are

needed, according to previous reporting by The News-Press.

FDOT lists a myriad of potential benefits M-CORES could provide on its website, and more efficient hurricane

evacuations is listed at the top. The consulting group, however, concluded that using contraflows, or opening all

hi ghway | anes to move away from a hurricanebds path, |wo

AThe pr e miCOREStwitl @duceMongestion and aide in evacuation ignores quicker and cheaper
alternatives,ioncomamnud taaitd JusWhat we found was the eff fi
on the number of initiation and termination points. And in the past, Florida hasn't really been using those points
efficiently. o

Where these reverse lanes start and stop needs to be constantly re-evaluated, the study says.

Ryan Smart, executive director of the Florida Springs Council, speaks in the Capitol Rotunda to announce the No
Roads to Ruin Coalition, a group devoted to opposing and ultimately stopping all three proposed toll roads known
as M-CORES.

During Hurricane Irma, U.S. 19 northbound experienced a more than 4,000 percent increase in traffic, Frady
wrote. As well as possibly providing extra evacuation routes, she wrote that the toll roads could also improve
accessand staging for utility and emergency vehicles.




Providing rural areas of the state with broadband access is another intended benefit of the roadways, yet the
consultants said it would be more cost effective and environmentally sound to add that access to the already
existing aerial infrastructure.

Aerial access would also reduce any impacts to Flori
said. These rural communities rely on above-ground power lines for electricity, and attaching a fib er optic cable to
existing conduits could be the easier option.

Al f Florida wants to improve access to dat a, Il say g

eco-friendly option to deploy broadband and improve local e conomi es . 0

M-CORES is still in a preplanning phase, Frady wrote, and "per law, any proposed corridor must meet
environmental and financial feasibility or they cannot be constructed.”

COVID19 has brought a devastating impact to the families and communiti es in Florida, said Sadaf Knight, CEO of
the Florida Policy Institute, a nonprofit, public policy research group.

ifiThe revenue needed to fund this project should inst
public servifcersd ot lsihse issaiespecially true given that
project will not deliver on its promised outcomes. It's not fully feasible and it will bring environmental harms to

our natwural resources. 0

(TY Jay carney via Alva Facebook Page)

Alva Babe Ruth is in need of 2 things for this fall season and
want to see if anyone can help? 1st we are trying to bring
girls softball back to Alva. We have a great motivated coach
but we need more girls to play. We are currently looking for
girls ages 6-10/11 to sign up for this 1st season for $35 at
www.alvababeruth.siplay.com .

2nd we have 9 kids signed up for 15u (13-15-year o | Yahds
currently don't have a coach. If you are willing to coach, they
can practice any two days you want from 715 - 830/845. If
you can coach please let me know. Other age groups can still
sign up as well. -Jay Carney

WELL, WOULD YOU LOOK AT THAT.
METHOD #17 SEEMS I HAVEN'T CHANGED THE
FOR CUTTING SHEETS ON THE OL' HIDE-A-BED
BACK ON THE SINCE OUR LAST VISITOR...
UsSUAL FLOW
OF SUMMER

HOUSEGUESTS.
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Wihat's Elon Musk up to in Southwest Florica?

(TY Naples Daily News)

This is not exactly an Alva area news item.

may be important news.

In July, Jerome Guillen, vipeesident at Tesla,
! said he was looking for suitable spaces for servi
centers, specifically referencing Nag, along
with four other spots in Atlanta, California,
Arizona and Puerto Rico. And I've been hearing
Tesla buzz of this for several months.

Now, it appears the dapper Guillen and his $27 billion boss, Elon Musk, have found the right local
parking spot® plug into, along with the various charger stations scattered around the area.

As it turns out, a permit for a new Southwest Florida service center has been issued for jJ/& off |
Fort Myers, as confirmed this week by Larry Chanin, president ofl&ldasla Enthusiasts.
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Alligator eats croc!

m

cm
b |
-
M
| o
~~
-~
—
-
-

'O N
o J

n3




NOWOPEN
Go towebsite to.see |
'y safety rrestrictions:and:to
reservetours
COCK RAN W oan T
"’“ £C0-TOURS C’Il https://bhabcockranchecotourscom/
" VOLUNTEERS
Every summerCommunity NEEDED!
Cogpetativeputs asspecial : s SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY:
emphasis-arfood donations: to o eI P o st on hees
support the thousands o families  EANNRamug S S S

ALVA INC

Join us to | earn whatés happening,
happening as Lee County Grows eastward toward our country haven.
www.ALVAFL.og

Contact Emily Smith, treasurer, at emilyrsmith@msn.conto join.

NEXT MEETING: TBA  Second Tuesdays, 7pm, Alva Community Center
Dues are only $25.00 a year

WWW.COMMUNITYCOOPERATIVE.COM/GIVE-HELP/DONATE-FOOD  CONTACTUSTODAY:
239.332.7687  Rachell@CommunityCooperative.com

an

BABCOCKARANGCHY ECORTOUWRS,Muse um anthGatar Shack Restalirar

who find themselveststruggling to =
make endsmeetwhemtheinkids
are lhome=and;unable-to:receive
free meals fromitheirschools.

DRIVE for
HUNGER

HOW Y OU CANHE DONATE sonthatwe:ecan continue purchasingfooditardisiribute @t o
Mobile Pantries HOSTAA FOODRDR IVE andecollect penshalileftaadiitems tstock
our shelves VOLUNTEER ihdhie €ommunity Cate; ate MobileRantry; enas:a Meal

WheelsDriver Call (23923327687
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Auditions will be held
on Saturday,
September 12th from 9
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and
Saturday, September
19th from 9 a.m. to
12:00 p.m. You must
call for an audition time
slot as we are
scheduling them at 20
minute intervals to
assist with social
distancing
recommendations. [f
you cannot attend
these audition sessions,
but would like to
audition, we can
arrange for a virtual
audition.

Please call 86875
3066 and leave a
message with you
choice of two different
time slots. Audition
time assignments will
be on a first come, first
served basis.

Also, we need

volunteers who would be willing to assist with ushering, backstage, concessions, box office and
jobs while we venture into unarted territory as we try to provide a sense of normalcy during thes

Please note: The Firehouse Community Theatre Inc. has plans and processes in place to help

241 North Bridge Street, Labelle, Flda
www.firehousecommunitytheater.com

8636753066

trying times.

everyone safe and healthy!
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