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Babcock Ranch hits 500 plus homes completed, under construction or under contract
(TY https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/master-planned-community-hits-sales-milestone. Jan 8, 2020)

Our Alva neighbor to the not so distant north billed as America’s first solarpowered town, Babcock Ranch, recently surpassed a milestone: 500 new
home sales.
Officials with Kitson & Partners, developers of Babcock Ranch, reported there
were 507 new home contracts in the community through the beginning of
December, according to a statement. Located on Babcock Ranch Road/State
Road 31, on the border of northeastern Lee and southeastern Charlotte
counties, half of Babcock Ranch’s 18,000-acres are set aside as greenways,
parks and expansive lakes. Babcock Ranch is also one of the largest master-planned communities under
development in Florida.
“Residents rank our sustainable eco-friendly and solar initiatives, our walkability and our trails, lakes and parks
among some of the top reasons they’ve decided to make Babcock Ranch their new home,” Kitson & Partners
Chairman and CEO Syd Kitson says in the release. “Surpassing this sales milestone is an affirmation of our vision
as homebuyers discover our distinctive residential offerings and experience the welcoming sense of place that
defines Babcock Ranch.”
More than two dozen model and quick-delivery homes are now open or under construction at Babcock Ranch.
Builders include Arthur Rutenberg Homes, Divco Custom Homes, Florida
Lifestyle Homes, Fox Premier Builders, Lennar, Meritage Homes, Pulte
Homes, Stock Classic Homes and WCI. Many models are open for
viewing daily.
Babcock Ranch has had additional growth news lately, beyond the 500
sales milestone. For one, it was ranked Southwest Florida’s top masterplanned community based on Metrostudy data on single-family home
annual starts in Charlotte, Lee and Collier counties through September
2019, according to the statement. Also, at a recent appearance at a
conference in Sarasota, Kitson announced that the array of solar panels FPL will use to power what’s eventually
projected to be 19,500 homes and 6 million square feet of commercial space has doubled in size, from 330,000
panels to more than 700,000.
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Southwest Florida, and Alva, getting a new expressway
(TY WUSF News)

2019 legislation is now being put to work in 2020. The proposed
roads are intended to expand the Suncoast Parkway from the
Tampa Bay area north to Jefferson County; extend the Florida
Turnpike west to connect with the Suncoast Parkway; and add a
new multi-use corridor, including a toll road, from Polk County
to Collier County. The legislation establishing the task forces
outlined environmental areas to avoid, such as springs, aquifers
and conservation lands.
The proposals have drawn opposition from some environmental
groups, particularly the Sierra Club and the Florida Conservation
Voters, which have argued that extending or adding toll roads
would lead to sprawling development and endanger habitats.
The roads have been backed by organizations such as the
Florida Chamber of Commerce, Associated Industries of Florida,
the Florida Ports Council and the Florida Trucking Association.
The Northern Connector Task Force has been meeting at the College of Central Florida Citrus
Learning Center in Lecanto. The Suncoast Connector Task Force also meets at the Lecanto
facility. The Southwest-Central Connector Task Force has met at Polk State College - Lakeland
Campus.
The tollway is currently planned to be built
through the center of the current panther
preserve south of LaBelle to I-75 above
Everglades City, and much other natural
open country.
____________________________________________________________

ALVA INC meeting addresses the new
TOLLWAY
On Tuesday January 14th our local citizen’s group for land
development advocacy, Alva INC, under the leadership of
Ruby Daniels, hosted a packed house meeting at the Alva
Community Center to address what for many local residents
is new information, though the highway has been in public
planning for the past several years.
Ruby shared that while the local path of the highway is not
set in stone, all signs point to it flowing north-south in Hendry County, but just over the Lee
County line. This would place the rte 80 interchange about 5 miles east of Alva Village and the
new Caloosahatchee Bridge near Fort Denaud.
The timeline for the project as shared on the www.floridamcores.com website includes a final
report of appointed task forces to the governor for approval by October 2020, Local
2

governments at interchange locations are to have their approvals in place by December 2023,
and full completion by December 2030.
Funds for this multi-billion-dollar project, while initially sold to the state assembly as only
coming from the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) will be required from state
general funds currently supplying state needs of everything from environmental and health
services to social services for the less well off. Fact: No tollway in the state of Florida has ever
been self-sustaining for construction costs or on-going maintenance.
Pros and cons
Issues discussed at this meeting included pros and cons to the project, though no one present
spoke in favor of it.
Building the new Southwest Florida Tollway will bring billions of new money into some of the
poorest areas of our state creating jobs beyond its construction for generations to come. Tens
/hundreds of thousands of new residents, many retirees with money to burn, will be among
our new neighbors.
Finding another way to bring carefully planned development could include expanding the
current corridors of state routes 27 and 29 though this would mean massive efforts to bypass
communities and private lands and businesses on their paths.
The path of the new highway would cut deeply through some of the most pristine remaining
wild and agricultural land in the state, and the famous panther protection area south of
Immokalee.
Perhaps the most serious environmental concern was raised by Holly Schwartz who shared
that much of the tollway would cut through and severely damage our states remaining natural
‘groundwater recharge aquifer’ which allows fresh water to flow into the areas currently
inhabited by our largest populations for their use.
Some residents shared a hope that any growth off the coast could be stopped here in
Southwest Florida. Others recognized that growth is probably a guarantee, at least until
Florida sinks beneath the ocean. Someone jokingly opined that we must stop telling others
how great it is where we live. “Stop telling your northern friends you live in paradise!”
If you wish to be involved in the decision-making process about this tollway you may:
-Join ALVA INC. Become a member for $25.00 a
year ; attend the monthly 2nd Tuesday, 7pm
meetings at the Alva Community Center. Contact
Emily Smith, ALVA INC Treasurer for more
information at emilysmith@msn.com
-Go to the www.1000fof.org/mcores/ site to find
out more about the tollway project.
-Take Ruby’s advice: Organize. Persist. Know
what you want. Put in the time to get it.

Michele Arceneaux, former president of the Jefferson
County Chamber of Commerce, speaks during a press
conference against three proposed toll roads in the Florida
Capitol on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2019. [LAWRENCE MOWER Tampa Bay Times
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meets every second Tuesday of the month at
7pm at the Alva Community Center.
We discuss items pertinent to our community,
families, schools, and homes.
Join us to learn what’s happening, and how you
may be a part of what’s happening as Lee County Grows eastward toward our country haven.
www.ALVAFL.org
Contact Emily Smith, treasurer, at emilysmith@msn.com to join.
Dues are only $25.00 a year

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday February 11
Primary subject: The proposed zoning change to allow development, possibly an assisted living
facility, north of Rte 80 near the Village Market.
Prepare for this discussion by going to www.leegov.com.dcd and search, or call for instruction,
to find document REZ201900024
One of Alva INC’s professional sponsors: COUNTRY CARE PET SITTING, 863-610-1607
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

The Alva area and
both shores of the
Caloosahatchee are
home to more
homeless than you
might imagine. Rtes. 78 and 80 bring
transients as well as local homeless persons and families our way daily. You can
make a difference!
___________________________________________________________
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Making our roads safer for All
Lee County and the Florida Department of Transportation
(FDOT) are trying to make route 80, from downtown Fort Myers
to Olga, safer for pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorized vehicle
drivers and passengers. But from the inception of a good idea
sometimes comes a lot of pain. First, the good idea.
As our roads in Northeast Lee County become busier by the
year, non-auto/truck traffic increases along with the
combustible engine machines. Have you noticed more bicyclists,
electric wheelchairs, walkers on the berms of any roads you
travel regularly? And as more sideline travelers appear, so do their dangers.
The News Press reported last January that, “Florida once again is the deadliest state for pedestrians, according to the
national 2019 Dangerous By Design study.”
In July of last year, the News Press reported under the headline, “Lee County becoming the state's test site for new road
schemes” that “First came the roundabouts, then the blinking left yellow arrows. Ahead is a continuous flow intersection
and now, green bicycle turn boxes. That's a heavy dose of change for motorists in Lee County asked to adapt to the latest
traffic control schemes from the minds of traffic engineers. The turn box is a new type of roadway marking intended to make
it easier for bicyclists to make turns alongside traffic at busy intersections.” And the more common Bicycle Lane, sometimes
called the Shared Use Lane.
Such an expansion of state route 80 has been in the works for several years, with the idea to protect non-motorized
travelers from their more powerful road buddies. But here is where some of the pain begins.
John Majka, whose business location next to Superior Sheds on route 80 reports that beginning two years ago, just after
Hurricane Irma hit, with a letter from FDOT he learned that such a lane was being planned for his frontage on the north side
of the highway and that his driveway access was going to be reduced to the point where he did not think his business could
continue at that location.
Fast forward two years and literally countless meetings, letters, reach out by friends to Tallahassee, and phone calls and
emails to more government agencies and persons than he can count, engineering and attorney fees he has yet to learn why
the bicycle lane must be placed on the heavily built up north side of route 80, and not the much less populated south side,
where in many cases there is open berm for miles in front of housing developments like Verandah.
John likes the idea of a lane for non-motorized travelers. He would just like to be able to remain in business after its built.
So, if you live on, or have a business on, route 80, anywhere from Olga to the city, and you want to find out if this plan will
negatively affect you, and could be changed to benefit everyone, especially those more relaxed travelers on two wheels,
wheelchairs, or two feet, John asks you to contact him at jjm66@aol.com .
After two years of getting what he feels is next to no response from his governmental agencies or elected officials, he hopes
to bring other citizens who are as concerned as he for what this bit of Lee Counties roadway progress may bring.
The argument John is making to FDOT and Lee County:
Lee County Metropolitan Planning Organization
RE: fpn# 429823-1 and fpn# 435341-1 Please recognize
that the North Side of SR 80 in Fort Myers Shores is an
inappropriate location for a 10’ wide Shared Use Path or
Multi Use Trail. For numerous reasons, the South side of SR
80 is a far better location for a 10’ or wider Shared Use
Path. The North side project would better serve the
traveling public if it was to construct a 6’ wide to 8’ wide
Sidewalk with reasonable accommodations to retrofit
nonconforming access as outlined by the Center for Urban
Transportation Research. Dscott@leeMPO.com
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"Butterflies Are Free" (Comedy) Feb 7, 8, 9 & 13, 14, 15, 16
"‘til Beth Do Us Part" (Comedy) March 13, 14, 15 & 19, 20, 21,22

241 North Bridge Street, Labelle, Florida

"A Murder Has Been Renounced" (Mystery) April 17, 18, 19 &
23, 24, 25, 26

www.firehousecommunitytheater.com
863-675-3066

LOOKIE
what
LABELLE
has for
YOU!

__________________________________________________________________
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Give TIME. Give MONEY. Give
FOOD.
To make a donation, call (239)
334-7007 or visit
harrychapinfoodbank.org.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

dedicated to preserving and enhancing the natural and
recreational resources of The Okeechobee Waterway
Contact Bev MacDonald at friendsofoww@gmail.com for more information.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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"We are trying to provide bus stops with a bench for the kids, so they
are not standing in the road. Two little girls were killed last year. They
weren't visible. That's where this program came in," he said. "We are
collecting donations and grant money to buy benches for these kids.
“So far 75 benches are scattered throughout Lehigh Acres with the
hope of placing another 30 throughout the community. “Everyone has
to stick together. You don't have to have kids to care about human life.
Our biggest motto, move over for life, period," Branham said.

Are any ALVA folk interested in sponsoring bus stop
tables for their children?
CONTACT: James Branham, Director, at
swfloridashield@yahoo.com
________________________________________________________________________________

Public Encouraged to Provide Input for
Caloosahatchee Reservoir Water Quality
Feasibility Study
(TY Caloosabelle, LaBelle News)

The South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) invites the
public to provide input and ideas about additional water quality
improvements for the Caloosahatchee Reservoir Project. The
Caloosahatchee Reservoir Water Quality Feasibility Study Working
Group is seeking ideas about additional water quality treatment technologies that could be suitable for pretreatment, in-reservoir treatment, and/or post-reservoir treatment applications to improve water quality. The
second of four scheduled public meetings as part of the study was held on Tuesday, Jan. 21.
The working group, including SFWMD, Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP), Lee County,
Hendry County, Lehigh Acres Municipal Services Improvement District (MSID), the city of Cape Coral, and the
city of Sanibel, is engaged in a study to evaluate water quality opportunities to improve water quality as part of
the Caloosahatchee Reservoir Project.
Public participation is critical as SFWMD seeks to identify at least three options that will be subsequently studied
in more detail to provide additional water quality improvement for water that will leave the Caloosahatchee
Reservoir, currently under construction. The study is one of the priority projects identified by Gov. Ron DeSantis
in his Achieving More Now For Florida’s Environment Executive Order to restore the Everglades and protect
Florida’s water resources.
In addition to several public meetings that will be held, the District has also created a website where the public
can learn more about the study. The website can be found at https://www.sfwmd.gov/news/publicencouraged-provide-input-caloosahatchee-reservoir-water-quality-feasibility-study.
The website contains an e-mail address where the public can submit additional water quality treatment
technologies to C43WaterQuality@sfwmd.gov.
The Caloosahatchee Reservoir will have a volume of approximately 170,000 acre-feet to store and release
multiple times — that volume of local basin stormwater runoff — to reduce the need for releases to the
Caloosahatchee Estuary during the wet season and provide water needed to balance salinity levels during the
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dry

Dr Phyliss L Russ Community
Center
2541 Charleston Park Dr. Alva, FL 33920
Contact LASHAY RUSS, Director, for information
Charlestonpark1926@gmail.com
239-728-8895

season.entine’s

Day party
sponsored by the
Charleston Park
Neighborhood
Association for kids of
ALL ages!

Alva’s Black History comes alive on
February 28th!

_____________________________________________________________________

We invite you to consider participating as a non-profit or for-profit vendor in our 28th Annual Charleston
Park Day Festival Saturday April 25. The event runs from the parade at 10:00am till dusk with games, music,
food vendors, and fun for all ages .
Beyond the festival day, Saturday April 25, other public events connected to Charleston Park Day are being planned for
the previous Friday evening and a gospel concert the following Sunday afternoon, all in Charleston Park.
To participate simply send me a request via email and I will send you our packet of information, the vendor site layout
and the application. Ken DeWalt, kendewalt1@gmail.com
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As remembered by Mother Alice Washington in 2015

Founded in 1926, Charleston Park derived its
name from the original owner’s Charles and
Jennie Riggins, who purchased these 44 acres
to sell to black people, not to be prejudicial,
but so that black people could own their own
land. Most everyone came from one
southern plantation or the other.
We weren’t slaves any longer, but many of us
were treated like, or worse, than slaves.
My family was stolen from their masters by
night by our eldest brother, who had run
away years before. I remember how afraid
my mom was, fearing we would get caught
leaving. If you ask just about any person how your family got here, they’d probably tell
you a story about how they slipped away from a plantation owner or later in Jim Crow
days a migrant crew leader to freedom in Charleston Park. Much history is here.
The first lots were sold to Charles and Venus Smith, whose children and grandkids yet
live on the homestead property. Five generations of the Smith family are here.
Charleston Park was also a seasonal migrant camp site for about fifty years where
seasonal migrant farm workers came during the winter vegetable season then left and
returned the next winter to work the farms around here. We have many that upon
retirement made Charleston Park their home.
As kids we learned to work by being sent out on these migrant buses to pick tomatoes
on the weekends. I, along with many of those kids, now seniors, rode for hours, leaving
about 4:30 in the morning, and getting back about 8 pm, just like the migrant ‘harvest
workers’ around her do now to pick whatever vegetables are in season.
Many of the farms are still in operation today. In places like Felda, Immokalee, Labelle,
Belle Glade to the east, and as far away as Ruskin, up north near Tampa. As kids our
parents worked the old Hydroponics Farm at the extreme southeast end of Joel Blvd.
many walking to get a day’s work. In the early sixties Yoder Brothers Mum Company out
of Barberton Ohio opened up. 90% of the women in Charleston Park got jobs at the new
Yoder Bros. farm, today’s Syngenta Flowers, west of Charleston Park harvesting mums
and Azaleas.
(to be continued next month)
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GOODWILL Community
Resource Centers Rebranding Job-Link
Centers
In 2019, we began redesigning, consolidating and re-branding our Job-Link services, and moving them
under a broader umbrella called Community Resource Centers (CRC). Since Southwest Florida has
record low unemployment but persistently higher than average poverty rates, we recognized the need
to expand services to help those individuals with the most significant barriers to employability and
self-sufficiency.
We have increased access to digital skills training and certification programs to help with upskilling
and career development, as well as helping those with limited or no access to technology; and we have
added (and continue to add) other services including family-strengthening, veteran and Goodwill
employee services.

Just a 30-minute drive from ALVA
VILLAGE
Discover the natural heart
of Florida on a narrated
90-minute eco-tour in a
specially built
SWAMPBUGGY.
Experience the thrill of
seeing alligators, birds,
perhaps deer, wild hogs, wild turkeys, sandhill
cranes and more, often coming within a few yards.
Travel through four different ecosystems including Telegraph
Cypress Swamp. Our guides will enhance your experience with
their commentaries.
800) 500-5583
info@BabcockRanchEcoTours.com
https://babcockranchecotours.com/
_________________________________________________________________________________________-
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Our Caloosahatchee
(TY in part to the South Florida Water Management District)

The river issues from Lake Hicpochee, in southeastern Glades County,
approximately 10 mi (16 km) west of Clewiston. It flows west-southwest past
LaBelle, where it becomes tidal, forming an estuary along its lower 25 mi (40 km).
It broadens as it nears the gulf, passing Fort Myers and Cape Coral. It enters
the Gulf of Mexico 10 mi (16 km) southwest of Fort Myers in San Carlos Bay,
protected by Sanibel Island.
The 5 mi (8 km) Caloosahatchee Canal connecting Lake Hicpochee to Lake
Okeechobee allows continuous navigation from the Caloosahatchee to the
Okeechobee Waterway system; oxbow lakes mark isolated stretches of the
original waterway. In 2013 heavy rains in southern Florida resulted in high runoff
into Lake Okeechobee; rising lake levels forced the United States Army Corps of
Engineers to release large volumes of polluted water from the lake through the
St. Lucie River estuary to the east and the Caloosahatchee River estuary to the
west. Thus, the normal mix of fresh and salt water in those estuaries was
replaced by a flood of polluted fresh water resulting in ecological damage.
The river was altered by the Calusa Indians before Europeans entered the area. The Calusa connected it to
Lake Okeechobee with shallow canals to make trading and travel easier. Later, the Europeans arrived. Until
late in the 19th century the Caloosahatchee River was fed by a series of lakes starting from Lake
Hicpochee, and including Lettuce Lake, Bonnet Lake and Flirt Lake. A waterfall and set of rapids at the
lower end of Flirt Lake marked the beginning of the river. The rapids were close to 1 mile (1.6 km) long, with
a drop in elevation of about 10 feet (3.0 m). Lake Hicpochee, about 9,000 acres (3,600 ha) in area, was only
3 miles (4.8 km) from Lake Okeechobee, but there was no connection between the two lakes before the late
19th century. Water flowed from Lake Hicpochee westward into Lettuce Lake and then Bonnet Lake. When
the water was high the two lakes merged. From Bonnet Lake water flowed into Lake Flirt, which was about
1,000 acres (400 ha) in area and 5 miles (8.0 km) long. All of the lakes were surrounded by extensive
wetlands.
In 1881 Hamilton Disston, as part of a scheme to drain large
areas of wetlands in the interior of Florida, had a canal dredged
from Lake Okeechobee to Lake Hicpochee and through the lakes
and wetlands to the west. His company dynamited the rock ledge
that formed the falls and rapids below Lake Flirt, (often called
the only real waterfall in the state of Florida) and straightened
the upper reaches of the Caloosahatchee River. Various state
and federal projects have widened and deepened the river since
then. The conversion of the Caloosahatchee River into a canal
drained Lake Flirt and the wetlands descending from Lake
Hicpochee. By 1887 a large channel was dug connecting the river
and the lake. Deadly floods and the desire to improve navigation spurred on multiple new projects. In
government documents the river became the C-43 drainage canal.
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Since the late 19th century, dredging and channelization of
the river, as well as the artificial connection to Lake
Okeechobee and its use as a water supply for urban and
agricultural uses, have substantially altered the hydrology
of the river. The entire system is called the Okeechobee
Waterway and is considered a vital part of our nation’s east
coast transport defense system. The Corps of Engineers
oversees all aspects of the waterways use and growth.
Recent programs by the state government have attempted
to establish minimum flow levels in the river, in part to help
restore the water supply to the Everglades. A federal
wildlife refuge for manatees has been established at the
mouth of the river on San Carlos Bay near Fort Myers.
There’s a jumble of competing interests involved with the river/canal today. Agricultural, recreational,
fishery, transportation, environmental, municipal, residential and tourism all want to benefit from the
Caloosahatchee, often at the expense of the others. Mangrove shoreline has been replaced with seawalls,
turtle grass with mud. Scallops have been wiped out.
Pollution has mushroomed. Heavy releases of polluted fresh
water and the drainage from both rural and urban areas has at
times turned the Caloosahatchee into little more than an open
sewer. Nearby beaches have had to close. There have been fish
kills, red tide, green algae blooms and oyster die offs. The
aesthetic costs have been high for a long time, but now the
economic costs are rising. They’re being recognized, and possibly money will talk.
Tourism is a major industry in Florida. A coalition of environmentalists and business has slowly gained
strength and influence. Together they’ve been able to pressure a state government often spend on the
environment, into funding projects which will have a real impact. Hopefully there will be a 55-billion-gallon
reservoir built within four years. It’ll hold a third of the water needed to regulate water flow.
More help has been promised.
Returning the Caloosahatchee to a
more natural state will be a bounty
beneficial to both locals and visitors.
Scallops may return. The water
hopefully will get clearer. The snook
population might come back. More
fishable area will disperse fishing
pressure. More sea grass will mean
more trout, and other game fish.
There will be more mullet and glass
minnows for fish and birds to feed
on. The list of benefits goes on and
on. Is all this really possible? Total
victory is far from certain, but many of who monitor the river daily, and fight for appropriations in
Tallahassee believe the tide has turned. Time will tell.
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The global farm is not only a hands on training ground for those
searching for help in tropical agriculture, but also an educational tool to
make the public aware of hunger related issues and the answers there
are to alleviate malnutrition and starvation.
17391 Durrance Road, North
Fort Myers, FL 33917 |
239.543.3246 |
info@echonet.organce
https://www.echonet.org/

Global Farm Tour Schedule:
Tuesday thru Saturday (Dec. thru April): 9:30 and 1:30
Tuesday, Friday & Saturday (May thru Nov.): 9:30
Closed Sundays and Holidays

There are six fenced-in "Dog Parks" which
allow for off-leash play. On-leash dog walking
is allowed at many locations (listed below).
Dogs must be accompanied by an adult and
must remain on-leash at all times while
walking in the park.
Find out more at:
https://www.leegov.com/parks/dog-parks

____________________________________________________________________________________
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Diverse Topics Featured at 2019 Friends of

SIX MILE CYPRESS SLOUGH
Gatherings
By Charles O’Connor
We have an interesting range of topics for our Friends’
Gatherings in 2019. We’ll learn how to attract birds to our
own habitat, learn more about reptiles, discover new things
about creatures that lived here in prehistoric times, and
review a year in the Slough. Presentations start at 7 p.m.
but please come early to socialize if you like.
To reserve your spot, send an email to Theresa Roake
troake@comcast.net or call the Friends at (239) 533 7557.
Dates are as follows:
February 27: Dan Quinn, Biologist , FWC - SWFL Invasive Animals Dan Quinn is the lead nonnative wildlife biologist for
FWC in Southwest Florida. Originally from Kansas City, MO, he graduated with a B.S. in Biology from Truman State
University and received his M.S. in Wildlife Conservation from the University of Georgia. He has worked and conducted
ecological research domestically and abroad and has spent the last 7 years working in the field of wildlife conservation in
the Southeastern United States. His current projects focus on priority invasive wildlife such as Nile Monitors, Tegus, and
Pythons.
March 27: Roxanne Taylor, Land Steward, Lee County - State of the Slough Roxanne Taylor is as she puts it: “The new
Bob”. Roxanne is the Slough’s new Land Steward. She is responsible for the natural areas management of Six Mile Cypress
Slough Preserve, Six Mile North, and additional preserves. Roxanne has a Bachelor’s degree in Biology from the University
of Central Florida and a Master’s degree in Environmental Management from Portland State University. She is a
Professional Wetland Scientist and a Certified Ecologist. Roxanne previously worked at the South Florida Water
Management District for more than 10 years as an environmental analyst and project manager. She has experience in
wetland enhancement, restoration, mitigation and creation.
April 24: Dr. Charles O'Connor - Florida's Incredible Prehistoric Animals Dr. Charles O’Connor, Board Member and
Education Director for the Friends will be our speaker in April. Dr. O'Connor is a native Floridian and an amateur
paleontologist. He was an assistant in the Vertebrate Paleontology Laboratory at the Florida Museum of Natural History in
Gainesville, one of the premier Pleistocene fossil
museums in the nation. He has received the Golden
Apple Award, SW FL Audubon Educator of the Year
Award, Ding Darling Conservation Award, and was a Lee
County Environmental Teacher of Year for his classroom
science activities and community environmental
7751 Penzance Boulevard, Fort Myers, FL. 33966
education work. He has taught community and school
groups for over 20 years. There will be a large teaching
A mile of wonder 30 minutes away from Alva.
collection of vertebrate fossils on display

Six Mile Cypress Slough, Lee
County Park
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Manatee Park
10901 Palm Beach Blvd,
Fort Myers, FL 33905
Find out how many manatee are IN!
Stay in touch easily by calling
239 690 5030
A cold front should arrive in the new year that will cool off
the Gulf of Mexico and encourage mantees to seek refuge.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Olga Community Park
2325 S Olga Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33905
(239) 533-7275

Home of Alva area AFTER SCHOOL program
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Buckingham Prebyterian Church FISH FRY
w’ home made hush puppies & dessert!
First Friday of every month, 4pm till sold out
4241 Buckingham Road, Fort Myers, FL 33905
239-694-2444.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hickey’s Creek Mitigation Park
17980 Palm Beach Blvd, Alva, FL, 33920
-Great for quiet creek kayaking.
-Fun for walks and picnics.

____________________________________________________________________

ALVA BOAT RAMP PARK
21580 Pearl St, Alva, FL 33920
Public boat ramp with 15 parking spots. Parking fee is $5 per day. Lee County
Parking Stickers are valid at this location. Parking fills up early on weekends.
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W.P. Franklin Lock & Dam South
Recreation Area
Franklin Lock Rd. , Alva , FL 33920. Contact: (239)
694-2582
WP Franklin South Recreation Area is a day use area located on the Caloosahatchee River adjacent to
the WP Franklin Lock and Dam. Visitors can watch boats traversing the 152 mile Okeechobee
Waterway that spans South Florida from the Atlantic Ocean to the Gulf of Mexico, enjoy the exhibits at
the visitor center or just relax with a picnic lunch.

Alva Community Center PARK
21471 North River Road, Alva, FL 33920 , (239) 728-2882
Three of the many activities here:

The Alva Community Center is part of the Alva Community Park, behind the
Alva Middle & Elementary Schools.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Caloosahatchee Regional Park
19130 North River Road, Alva, FL 33920 (239) 694-0398
EMAIL: leeparks@leegov.com
Shelter rentals, primitive tent camping, Horse and bike trails.
This park features 768 acres of pine flatwoods, scrub oak, cypress swamps, and oak
hammocks. Crossing through them, you'll find over 20 miles of hiking, mountain biking,
and equestrian trails. The north side of the park is designated for mountain biking and
horseback riding. The south side of the park has hiking trails, fishing pier, a floating dock, and the primitive campground.
Primitive camping sites for families and groups are available, along with equestrian sites for people with horses.
Kayaking and fishing are available along the banks of the Caloosahatchee River. Covered pavilions are available for group
use or special events. located along the Caloosahatchee River, it is an area rich in natural history. Calusa Indians are
believed to be the first settlers here, followed by Seminole and early settlers of what is now known as Alva. Early studies
have also found two archaeological sites within the park.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

NORTH FORT MYERS Recreation
Park
2000 North Recreation Park Way
North Fort Myers, FL 33903
This park features an 18 hole Disc Golf course
For more information call (239) 297-8916
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Veterans Park Recreation Center
55 Homestead Road South
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936
Contact Information (239) 369-1521
DFlora@leegov.com
_________________________________________________________________________________

ALVA FIRE CONTROL & RESCUE SERVICE
2660 Styles Road, Alva, Florida 33920
(239) 728-2223
___________________________________________
Lee County Conservation 20/20 manages 48 preserves spread throughout
Lee County, including within the boundaries of most cities. These preserves
combined total nearly 30,000 acres.

Alva has several preserves up and down the river
from Alva Village.
All preserves are open to the public for hiking, wildlife
observation, and nature study. Several preserves offer additional
recreation opportunities, including fishing, kayaking and
canoeing, and horseback riding. Search recreation activities
online or download recreation and amenities chart online.
Preserves are open daily during daylight hours. Access may
Alva Scrub Preserve
be limited at certain locations due to temporary flooding, special restoration projects, or
isolated location. Information about each Conservation 20/20 preserve can be accessed from the website:

http://www.leegov.com/conservation2020/preserves

Bob Janes Preserve
Daniel's Preserve at Spanish Creek

Telegraph Creek Preserve

Buckingham Trails Preserve
Olga Shores Preserve
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A NEW series for ON THE RIVER!
Debi Carney, Faith Community Nurse at ALVA United Methodist Church has

I am a Buffalo Bills Fan! Buffalo, NY, is where I was born, raised, attended Buffalo General Hospital
School of Nursing and began my nursing career. I was involved in most areas of that hospital, but
found true joy in critical care nursing. In 1993, my husband and family moved to Punta Gorda,
where I worked in the local hospital. In 1999, I was blessed to retire and began turning my passion
to God and giving back. For 20 years I have been a Faith Community Nurse (FCN) working with
various congregations. In 2015, we moved to Alva and Alva United Methodist Church became our
new church home and family.
A Faith Community Nurse is a licensed registered nurse who intentionally cares for a congregation in
body, mind and spirit throughout their lifespan. I can be reached at carneydeb@hotmail.com or
292-3416.

MEDICAL ERRORS =Third Leading Cause of Death in the US
A 2013 report from Johns Hopkins School of Medicine states that medical errors are now in epidemic
proportions. It is estimated that between 210,000-440,000 people die in hospitals each year due to
poor care. Most medical errors result from problems created by the complex healthcare system and a
lack of good communication between doctors and patients. Communication got much worse since the
HIPPA law came into effect.
HIPPA laws relate to medical establishments but not to churches or communities. Of course we don’t
want to gossip but we still need to reach out and help our neighbors. That may include asking others
to help our neighbors. If you see something say something.
Here are first steps to taking charge of your healthcare:
-Before a doctor visit, write down what you want to talk about. Keep to these topics and don’t stray.
-Always take someone with you to your doctor visits. Listening with 4 ears is better than 2 ears. When
you are sick, you need an advocate. This is not the time to be shy or private. Please find a health
buddy!
-Talk to your children and keep them up-to-date on your health concerns. They really want to help.
Possibly they could be on the telephone while you are in with your doctor.
-Make a healthcare notebook. Take it with you to your appointments. Have your doctor tell you what
your plan of care is for your visit. Write it down before the doctor leaves your room.
-Always get a copy of your bloodwork and test results. Learn how to access your test results on-line.
Let your family have access to results.
-Write down all your medicines and keep your list up to date. It is important to keep a medication list
in your wallet or purse too. Take your medication list to every doctor appointment, and this should
include all vitamins.
-Please know why you are taking each drug. A good web-site to learn more about your meds is
www.drugs.com. There is even a drug interaction tab where you can list your drugs and see if there
are known problems with using these meds together.
-Always have an advocate when you are in the hospital. An advocate is someone who speaks up on
your behalf! Bring a notebook and try keeping notes. Write down the names of doctors seeing you.
Know the medications you are being given. SPEAK UP! Remember the squeaky wheel gets the grease.
-Fill out your vital medical information in an ICE (Case of Emergency) packet. This is a RED
MAGNETIC CASE that attaches to your refrigerator and guides first responders or EMS, should 911 be
called. You can get an ICE packet at Alva United Methodist Church or the Share Club at 239-4243765 or www.leecountyinjuryprevention.org
Blessing! Debbie Carney, RN, FCN
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Fort Myers MEALS ON WHEELS
now serves homebounds of any
age and for any short or long term
need in the ALVA area!
Our caring Meals on Wheels volunteers
provide daily, nutritious home-delivered
meals and a friendly, safety and security
check to eligible homebound neighbors who
cannot shop or cook for themselves. These
neighbors include seniors, the disabled, or
chronically ill adults under the age of 60.
To become a volunteer driver/deliverer to clients, or to
become a client receiver of meals and other services, please
contact:
Rose Goree-Lawrence, Admin. Asst., PO Box 2143, Fort
Myers, FL 33909 or call her at 239-337-1055 or email her at
Rose@CommunityCooperative.com

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fight for the Light at SR31 and SR78
If you are a concerned resident or worker in Alva, North
Olga, Babcock Ranch or North Fort Myers, Florida, please
sign this petition and help Fight For The Light!
Sign the petition on here or FACEBOOK now:
www.thepetitionsite.com/960/363/539/fight-for-the-light-at-sr31-and-sr78/

Or call for information: Sue Bisplinghoff, 239 980 2470
20

Mission: Riverside
will immerse your students in all the aspects of planning a
mission trip. Your team will begin with fundraising for their
specific project and tools, and then will be given the time and
space to complete your project. The Riverside staff will be here
to encourage your group, lead worship times, and facilitate the
groups meal times. Mission: Riverside is $250 per participant. Contact Kimi to reserve a week this summer for
your group!
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4 lobster tails
2 tbsp. mayonnaise (more if desired)
1 chili pepper, seeded and finely chopped
1 tbsp. fresh lemon juice
1 celery stalk, finely chopped
1 tbsp. fresh chives, chopped

4 hot-dog rolls, top sliced (the softer, the
better)
2 tbsp. butter
Method: Preheat broiler. Split lobster tails, and brush each tail with one tablespoon of melted cilantrolime butter (recipe below). Broil until just cooked (opaque, firm to touch), remove meat from shell, and
refrigerate for 30 minutes before chopping into bite-sized chunks.
In a medium nonreactive bowl (glass or porcelain), mix lobster, celery, lemon juice, chili pepper, chives,
and mayonnaise; season with salt and pepper, and add more mayonnaise, if desired. Refrigerate for a
few minutes before serving.
Butter the hot-dog rolls and fry on a skillet on medium-low heat until golden brown; do this slowly to
avoid burning the butter. Add lobster salad, sprinkle with paprika, and enjoy.
In a mixing bowl, combine all ingredients with a rubber spatula. Use immediately or refrigerate.

Cilantro-Lime Butter Recipe:
1 stick unsalted butter, room temperature
2 tbsp. cilantro, chopped
½ lime, juiced and zested
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Pinch of salt and pepperCalusa

Waterkeeper is a non-profit
organization dedicated to the protection of the
Caloosahatchee River & Estuary in Southwest Florida.

Join Our Team!

Become a Certified Ranger

Participants should
have access to area
waters by boat or paddle craft. No prior
experience needed. Classes held at the Calusa
Nature Center, Iona House.

info@calusawaterkeeper.org
239) 784-0880
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

JUST BE KIND
Polly Kiely of Alva was inspired to begin an Alva sign movement when she learned of a Central
Indiana youth project started in 2015.
The origin of the JUST BE KIND sign movement:
https://fox59.com/2018/08/08/just-be-kind-movement-spreading-worldwide/
To find out more about Polly’s local efforts and how you may become a part of them contact Polly
at: pbkiely@embarqmail.com

Your RIVERDALE LIBRARY
Location: 2421 Buckingham Road,
Fort Myers, FL
Hours: Tuesday (Noon-8), Wednesday and
Thursday (10-6), Friday and Saturday (9-5), Closed Sundays and
Mondays Contact: 239-533-4370, Branch Manager: Alyssa Diekman. For
more information, please visit us at www.leelibrary.net or call 239479-INFO.

Confident Creator Workshop
Saturday, February 29th, 2020, 2:00pm - 4:00pm
Become more confident in your creativity by attending this
beginner&#39;s painting workshop with local artist, Heather
Caldwell. The purpose of these workshops is to provide a fun,
meaningful, and compassionate creative experience. Heather
won’t teach you how to paint like her; She’ll teach you how to paint
like you!
Registration is Required.
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Alva Angel's

Giving back to the families of our community

Please like us on Facebook Alva Angels, LLC for more information.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ALVA GARDEN CLUB
Open to
EVERYONE!
http://www.fmlcgardencouncil.com/council-directory/102/alva-gardenclub/

________________________________________________
The ALVA MUSEUM
A visit worth your
time!
in the historic Alva
Library Building,
one of the oldest
library buildings in existence anywhere in Florida
the Alva Garden Club, invites you to contact them (see website above) for a private tour of the museum or to visit during open
hours, October through May any Saturday afternoon, 2 to 4 pm.
www. alvaflmuseum.com
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DINNERTIME for all
at Bethlehem Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod, 14531 Old Olga Rd. Fort Myers, Fl
33905, 239-694-3878
Monthly dinners Sept-April. Every Second Thursday 4-7pm
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________________________________________________

Meat the principal
Our new principal, Dr. Alice 'Beth' Barfield is being
welcomed via ALVA school's FFA club and Agri-Education
Department in a very creative and tasty way!

On Thursday, January 30th, we and anyone else
we may invite, are invited to attend a Pork BBQ
meal and silent auction being held in the Alva School Auditorium from 4:30
to 6:30 pm. The back gates to the school will be open.
There is NO COST for this meal, though donations will be accepted which
will go to the FFA and Ag program at Alva School. The silent auction will be
for the hog raised this season by our FFA students.
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2020 Census:
Fact vs. Fiction
by Colleen Tressler, Consumer Education Specialist,
Federal Trade Commission

The Federal Trade Commission is partnering with the U.S. Census Bureau to help you guard against
potential census scams. Knowing how the 2020 Census process works, what information you will —
and won’t — be asked for, and some red flags will help you spot and report scams.
The Process
In mid-March 2020, the Census Bureau will start mailing out (and, in some areas, hand delivering)
invitations to participate in the 2020 Census. You should get yours by April 1. You can respond
online, by phone, or by mail.
The Census Bureau has an important job: to count every person living in the United States. Starting
in May 2020, census takers will start visiting homes that haven’t responded to make sure everyone is
counted. If you aren’t home or can’t come to the door, the census taker will come back up to six times.
Each time, they’ll leave a door hanger with a phone number, so you can call to schedule a visit.
The Questions
The census questionnaire asks how many people are in the home at the time you complete the form;
their sex, age, race, ethnicity; their relationships to one another; phone number; and whether you own
or rent the home.
Signs of a Scam
Scammers may pose as census takers to get your personal information — and then use it to commit
identity theft and other frauds. But there are ways you can identify official census takers.
Census takers must show a photo ID with the U.S. Department of Commerce seal and an expiration
date. If you ask, the census taker will give you a supervisor’s contact information and/or the census
regional office phone number for verification.
The Census Bureau will never ask for your full Social Security number, bank account or credit card
numbers, money or donations, or anything on behalf of a political party. The 2020 Census will not ask
citizenship status.
The Census Bureau may call you as part of their follow-up and quality control efforts. They also might
call if you’re not home when a census taker stops by or when a personal visit is not convenient. Calls
will come from one of the Census Bureau’s contact centers or from a field representative.
Make sure you have the latest and most
accurate information about the 2020
Census. Visit 2020 Census Rumors to factcheck and ask questions. If you suspect
fraud, call 800-923-8282 to speak with a
local Census Bureau representative. You
also can file a report with the FTC at
FTC.gov/Complaint. Your reports may help
law enforcement agencies launch
investigations that could stop imposters
and other fraudsters in their tracks.
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(TY Betsy Clayton, APR/CPRC,
Communications Director, Lee County
Government, 239-826-4606,
bclayton@leegov.com)

Mark your calendar for

-February 4 – Joanne
Semmer – Curious Tales of
Lee County Waterways
-March 3 – Victoria
Burgess – Cuba to Key West on a
Standup Paddleboard
Note: Programs will begin at 6:30 p.m.
at Wa-Ke Hatchee.
For more information and directions
to the program, contact Wa-Ke Hatchee Recreation Center at 239-432-2154.Trail information is at
www.calusablueway.com or www.leeparks.org/blueway.

SWFL Crime Stoppers is NOT a substitute for calling
9-1-1. In the event of an emergency, please call 9-11. Those who submit a tip are called "tipsters" and
will remain 100% anonymous. No caller ID. No
recorded lines. No tracking of phone calls. We want
your information, not your name!
Put simply it is a three part approach to solving the crime problem. SWFL Crime Stoppers relies on
cooperation between our community, the media, and law enforcement to provide a flow of information
about crime, wanted fugitives and suspicious activities.
Ways To Submit A Tip
Phone: Tipsters can call our 24-hour call center at 1-800-780-TIPS (8477). A tip ID number will be
provided to you once your information regarding a crime has been entered in the system.
Online: Tips can be submitted online by clicking the "Submit a Tip" button. Please provide as much
detailed information on the form. You will be able to upload photos, videos, documents and audio
files. Please be sure to save your tip ID number and password. These numbers are the only way for
us to identify you are the one who submitted the tip.
Mobile: Tipsters have the option of sending an anonymous tip from their mobile phone using our P3
Tips mobile app. You can download the P3 Tips app by clicking the "Mobile App" button at the top of
this page. As with online tips, mobile tips are completely secure and anonymous. Once the tips is
sent through the app, the tipster will automatically receive a tip ID number so they will be able to add
additional information to the original tip, as needed. SWFL Crime Stoppers will be able to dialog with
the tipster regarding their tip. Tipsters can also upload photos, videos and audio files to their tip.
SWFL Crime Stoppers is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. A volunteer Board of Directors provides
direction as to the financial and promotional activities of the program. The Board of Directors
enhances the community involvement aspect, and its function is vital to the program's success.
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ALVA LIBRARY AND MUSEUM
QUILTING EVENT
Guest Speaker and Quilt Historian - Rosemary Clark
A special morning has been set aside to
share our Family History with Quilts.
Reach into your closet or bottom drawer
and pull out one of your favorite QUILTS to
share with the community and friends.
Date – Saturday, February 1st
Time - 10:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Place - Alva Library and Museum
21420 Pearl Street
Alva, Florida 33920
Rosemary has been quilting for over sixty
years! he is the past-President of the
Baltimore Applique Society. She has prepared quilting kits from Maryland to New Jersey.
Rosemary will discuss the history of the beautiful quilts in the museum and bring her own collection
to share the style and quality of quilts from long ago. She will also review ten quilts brought to the
session. Appointments for additional reviews and appraisals can be reserved with Rosemary.
You must call to reserve your seat and get your quilt on the Quilt Review List! Limited Seating –
Reservations are necessary.

Please call 239-822-4596
Mark your calendar and come enjoy two very special hours with friends and their quilts! $20 per
person paid in cash or check at the session
________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Some of our local ALVA area churches:
St. Vincent DePaul’s RC Church

First Spanish Assembly of God Church

13031 Palm Beach Boulevard, Fort Myers, FL 33905

2219 Joel Blvd, Alva, FL 33920

www.stvincentftmyers.org

239-728-5440

239-693-0818
Countryside Wesleyan Church
Alva United Methodist Church

17750 Palm Beach Blvd, Alva, FL 33920

21440 Pearl St. P.O Box 96

239-368-3270

Alva, FL 33920
Alvamc@embarqmail.com

Calvary Church

239-728-2277

19850 Palm Beach Blvd
Alva, FL 33920

Alva Church of God

www.calvarychurchswfl.org

21520 Park St, Alva, Florida 33920

239-728-5566

239-728-2644
First Baptist Church of Alva
Liberation International Church

2790 Joel Blvd, Alva, FL, 33920

Avenue D, Charleston Park

www.alvabaptist.com

Alva, FL 33920,

239-728-2034

239-601-4870

Charleston Park Community
Center

Grace Church, Ft Myers Shores
14036 Matanzas Drive, Ft Myers, Florida 33905

FOOD PANTRY.
nd

www.egracechurch.com

th

Every 2 and 4 Thursday at
10am-2pm

239-694-2797

St. Vincent DePaul RC

ALVA UMC

Our Lady’s Cupboard Food Pantry

Food Pantry @ Bethany House

Breakfast cereal and canned fruit continue to be
needed in Our Lady’s Cupboard Food Pantry. Call
(239) 694-3985 for hours open.

Food Pantry: 9am-12pm 1st & 3rd Wednesdays
Bread Pantry: 8am-10am 2nd & 4th Wednesday
To have your church listed here simply contact me, Ken
DeWalt, at kendewalt1@gmail.com with as much contact
info as you can share.
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Types of 12 Step Programs in Lee County, FL: Because Alcoholics Anonymous was
exclusive to people who struggled with alcohol addiction, a vast array of other programs were
formed to aid and support those in recovery from other addictive disorders. These include the
following groups:
Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACA), Al-Anon/Alateen (for friends
and families of alcoholics), Cocaine Anonymous (CA), Clutterers
Anonymous (CLA), Crystal Meth Anonymous (CMA), Co-Anon (for
friends and family of addicts), CoDA –Co-Dependents Anonymous
(CoDA) – for people working to end patterns of dysfunctional
relationships and develop functional and healthy relationships,
COSA (an auxiliary group of Sex Addicts Anonymous), COSLAA –
CoSex and Love Addicts Anonymous , A –Debtors Anonymous
(DA), EA –Emotions Anonymous (EA) for recovery from mental and emotional illness, Families
Anonymous (for relatives and friends of addicts), Food Addicts in Recovery Anonymous, Food Addicts Anonymous (FAA), Gamblers
Anonymous (GA), Gam-Anon/Gam-A-Teen (for
friends and family members of problem gamblers), Heroin Anonymous (HA), Marijuana Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous (NA), NarAnon (for friends and family members of addicts), Nicotine Anonymous (NicA), Overeaters Anonymous (OA), Online Gamers Anonymous
(OLGA), Pills Anonymous (for recovery from prescription pill addiction), Sexaholics Anonymous (SA), Sex Addicts Anonymous (SAA), Sexual
Compulsives Anonymous (SCA), Survivors of Incest Anonymous (SIA), Sex and Love Addicts Anonymous (SLAA), Sexual Recovery
Anonymous, Underearners Anonymous, Workaholics Anonymous.
Any type of group you do not find listed below may be sought at this website: https://www.addicted.org/directory/category/leecounty-3.html
Before going to the meeting, confirm time and place by phone

_________________________________________________________

-AA Open Disc: Thu, 8pm, Connections Cafe
-AL Anon: Fri, 12pm, Classroom 2

Alva Community Center, 21471 N River Rd, Alva, FL
33920

-AA Open Speaker: Sat, 7pm, Connection Cafe

-AA Way, 8pm Wednesdays, Big Book, OPEN

-NA: Sat, 6:30pm, Classroom 2

St. Matthews House, Cypress Creek & North River (rte
78) Roads, Alva

-NA Step: Sun, 6pm, Classroom 2

St. Vincent De Paul RC, 13031 Palm Beach Blvd,
Fort Myers:

Jill’s Place (for women) AND Justin’s Place (for men), 239687-7633 or intake@stmatthewshouse.org.

-Fort Myers Shores Group OStAH – Tuesday, 8:00
pm

https://stmatthewshouse.org/whatwedo/justinsplace/jill
s-place-retreat-center

Calvary Assembly of God, 11431 Palm Beach Blvd,
Fort Myers:
-Night Owls OD – Saturday, 10:05 pm

Grace UMC, Fort Myers Shores, (239) 694-2797, 4036
Matanzas Dr, Fort Myers:

-AA Open Disc: Mon, Wed, Fri, 12pm, office
-AA men: Mon, 7pm, office

-AA SUNRISE GROUP - MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS,
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS 7AM

-AA Women: Tues, 7pm, office

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres

-Nar-Anon: Wed, 6:30pm, Family Room

(239) 275-5111
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-AA FIRST THINGS FIRST - MON-SUN 7AM
-AA MONDAY AT A TIME - MONDAY 6:30PM

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres

(239) 275-5111

(239) 275-5111

-AA NOONERS - MON-SUN 12PM

-AA CHAIR'S CHOICE - TUESDAY 6:30PM

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres

(239) 275-5111

(239) 275-5111
-AA SPIRITUAL SEARCH GROUP - TUESDAY 8PM
705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres

Good Shepherd Church, (239) 275-5111, 1098
Collingswood Pkwy, Labelle

(239) 275-5111

-AA-PORT LABELLE GROUP – ODH- SUNDAY 7PM

-AA THIRSTY THURSDAYS - THURSDAY 6:30PM

-MAKING THE EFFORT -OLbHD- MONDAY 7:00 PM

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres

-AS BILL SEES IT- OD- SATURDAY 9:00AM

(239) 275-5111

-WED BIG BOOK GROUP- OBBH- WEDNESDAY NOON

-AA HERE AND NOW- SUNDAY 6:30PM
-OPEN DISCUSSION -ODH- FRIDAY 7:00PM

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres, 33971,

First Christian Church, Rte 29 & Ford Ave, LaBelle

(239) 275-5111

-LABELLE GROUP-ODAH- THURSDAY 7:00PM

-NA HOPE WITHOUT DOPE - THURSDAY & SATURDAY
6:30PM

-STEP GROUP-Cst- TUESDAY 7:00PM

705 Leland Heights Blvd. E., Lehigh Acres,

-Al Anon- AFG - THURSDAY 7PM

(866) 819-5346

138 Ford Ave, Labelle

-AA LEHIGH SUNDAY NIGHT - SUNDAY 8PM

(888) 425-2666

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres

-AA-THURSDAY 7PM

(239) 275-5111

138 Ford Ave, Labelle

-AA HEARD IT THROUGH THE GRAPEVINE - FRIDAY
6:30PM

(239) 275-5111

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres

-AA-MEETING AT THE INN - WEDNESDAY 7:15PM

(239) 275-5111

Port LaBelle Inn, 1568 Oxbow Dr, Labelle

-AL ANON MOVING FORWARD AFG - MONDAY 10AM

(239) 275-5111

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres

NOT TODAY - MONDAY 6:00PM

(888) 425-2666

133 N Bridge St, Labelle
(866) 819-5346

COMING SOON TO Grace UMC, Fort Myer’s Shores: CHOOSE RECOVERY. More infoprmation: (239) 694-2797, 4036
Matanzas Dr, Fort Myers, FL.
IF you know of any other 12 step or non-12 step recovery group in the Alva area (From Hendry County Line to Fort Myers
Shores, north and south of our river) please let me know its name, location and the phone number for information to list here. Thank
you! Kendewalt1@gmail.com
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LEE COUNTY
EMERGENCY
& SERVICE CONTACT INFORMATION
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Paid advertisement 2
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ON THE RIVER Alva Area Newsletter Advertising Rates as of January 17, 2020
This monthly newsletter is a free to subscriber on-line offering. We are not offering anything in print form at this time. We currently have
over 800 subscribers. We encourage folk to share it with anyone and in any way they wish, and we place the newsletter in the Alva
Florida Friends and Family Facebook Page which has over 2,200 subscribers, and the Alva Area NEXT DOOR web page which has over
3,300 subscribers.

Ads run full across the 9x11” OTR page, then down the fraction of the page you choose.
Advertising rates :
1/8th Page… one issue: $15.00, six issues: $12.00, twelve issues: $10.00
¼ Page...

one issue: $25.00, six issues: $20.00, twelve issues: $17.00

½ Page...

one issue: $45.00, six issues: $35.00, twelve issues: $30.00

Full Page...

one issue: $75.00, six issues: $60.00, twelve issues: $50.00

Ads will only appear on pages after all articles and nonprofit promotions are formatted. we can format ads with WORD.doc copy and
j.peg photos or logos. we can also scan any copy and/or photos you provide to create a single j.peg of your ad.
You will receive a screenshot proof of the ad as soon as we have it formatted for your approval before its issue is published. Lack of
response to the proof will be considered acceptance.
Full payment for issues contracted for is to be made in full by the 15th of the month preceding the month in which the ad is first to
appear, which is also the date the ad copy is to be received. Payments are to be by check (made out to Ramona DeWalt, noted: OTR.

What would you like all Alva to know about next month?
Send posters, photos (jpegs only) or articles of 500 words maximum you would like to see printed or contact the editor
with any questions, Ken Dewalt1@gmail.com
The deadline for receipt of any material is the 15th of the month previous to the month you wish the articles to run.
Please understand that all articles are subject to available space and editor’s approval.
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