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> ~ First, the:BIG news-about:the 777:Arcade: that WAS planned for the
. " building next to the post office on-Broadw&yreet at'the rivery Yes, it
WASplanned. Denise Eberle reported that the projectthas been-can
by the owners-of allithe 777 Arcade moasinos:going up all.over
Florida.

Denise:shared that-once she:and othersreported:its construction:to
county, amR < KiSy (<O dzyT i@ maF 2edzy Riad2dziben Ko2est, Yl y=@ 5aLISINY A § &
oudza A y-S5a & Qo kdSNY AL Zne hrlthe 6 801 1Y1Szo 220 OK b SyaA y 3
would have been nearimpossible: was-also-a-major factor.

Denise has laslearned that.arman named Travis (no last namergiven); own@rof| i €S in¢ NJ- ¢

Buckinghamwould like-tojopen:a-snack; bait,.ice cream: store and kayak:rentahshop there 14 hope

rents ocean:kayaks! The:waves some of ourlarger-boats kickmnupwamp: a.canoe or river kayak.

LindaBush-from the 'Alva:Libraiduseum Board:shared
that the board is offering'the building insideand:out:as
venue for parties; any kind of-book; game, etc.clubs to QJ!&
meet at-arreasonable cost.

Sheiis:also available herselfto-give 'guided tours throug
the museum-by:appointment:at-no coSee the signon
the front door ffor.contact information.

Steve-Brodkin'shared that the: Bayshore Village:Rezoning onBayshore -Road-gash dddrth Fort
Myers, iif approved,would allow: for.twice theprojects planned: retail space (61k sg.ft-to 125k sq.
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and afour-story hotel with traffic dumping-onto'Wells:Road @and:-themn onto-an already very busy
Bayshore.

A petition againstitherd o2y AyrFe ik yhONS | 2815 - Feed-and Suppi@s 78 Pa§sRord-Rll, |t
North Fort/Myers| E{Facebookhttps://www.facebook.com/Pamskeed/ (239) 5433121

Alexis Crespo shared that:the expected :Sekven: store:and-gas station-proposed for Rte 80 and
Broadway-Street across from:the /Alva Dihastbeen!dropped by the-developer, or atleast placed on a
long hold./No reason was.given by therowners of thefranchise.

However, the'BIGGH news at the:meetingas
shared by Ms( Crespo forithe developers of a
planned 400+ premierMotor:Coach-Resort on the
south side-0fRte80: ahé intersection with
Bateman-Road.

Currently:called CALOOSA 80 MPD, this would be a
resort onthe-orderof:Riverbend allowing otlgh
end Class'A-motor.coaches,; busses) really: Nothing
smaller would-be permitted! Thelsites might.have
space for Casitas orstylishistorage: units and all

would be adjacento several-smalbponds built into
the landscaping: Aarge portion:of the-property.will ' §:
remain or'be landscaped:naturally to-keep-a countr_
feel. The:sitewwill have swimming,-other:outdoor
sport, and-a privateclubhouse.

Alexis:shared that a-portion of the' 1@@re property “ >

was previously zoned for-homesat 6 units per-acre, but phaject fell through: though'thezoning still
holds.Otherportions of the desired property will need to-bezomed: to-allow for:up:to 2 units-per
acre. /Althoughthe owner.would:like to consider enlarging theproject:in the futureto aver 700 units
that would amountito-approximately 3:65units: perracre; not counting the commercial-portion.

Riverbend-and River:Landing:Resorts farther east o8®Rtetal 381-unit sitesitogether:at/this time,
according to\Ms. Crespo.

Theowner:shared that with 40-foot natural lbuffer-along:Bateman and:Rte 80 theresortiwould be
virtually invisible from:eitherroad;except for twe new access roads onto Rte-80; perhaps-with traffic
lights. Rte“80 entrance-and exit:lanes: might alspbssible.
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Required in this: plan is public.sewer-and water.coming
eastfromrRiverdalerand -Fort,\Myerst/if there.is sufficient
supplythe:county could/allow: other.owners alog t
south side-of'Rte80-:to-connect to:these-lines. Ac-major
guestionraised by/thetattendees of:the-meeting is
whether or not:the:city:and county:can supply-enough
water for all the:developments:now-being:planned-closer
and closer to"Alva; Buckingham, arehigh ‘Acres! Time
- will tell.

The firstoofficialhmeetings with the:county will begin in fal
of 2023 but the-owners wanted Alva-residents to-he-able to share their:thoughts aboutthe project
first. Theyheard a:-few.

-There is:a-large'RV park being builivto the east-of'Alva in Hendry:County:that looks like!it'will hold
several-hundred wscale:sites. \Will thisrarea support:a fourth-large-resort?

-Traffic. ‘Even if-lanes and lights:are pytwrill rte 80-and current Alva areadrivers be-safe with this
much added traffic?

-Alvais:supposed to-be RURAL; anddandscaped ruralikediorest-aroundhe coachesand towed
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-And of course; somersimply do not want more constructi® - ' = -

anywhere around-Alva; and fear this kind .of growth|will W\‘

bring retail-stores; restaurants; and-a Riverdale: look to Pal &
Beach-Boulevard.

|
|

- Stan,'theowner, said hecoriginally offered the \whole & -
property, but the county.wanted only a:corner of it that ' =
goingtothappen? .

I

For now,/Alva'INC will-.wait and-work/to-keep the
community aware.

Meanwhile the'\Weddingvenue dPackinghouse ‘Road appearsto-be.moving forward slowly for the
owner. TheAlva Assisted Living Center.across from the /Alva:Village: Market: is:being roofed and interic
work begins soon./Many:flooded Hurricane lanrhomeownersrand renters-are 'being helpeadtyesh
businesses and-neighbors-even as theirinsurance.companies and:FEMA create many:frustrations, so
that will only ‘berresolved if people move completely out 'of the. new FEMA declared-flood zones.

The Alva:area is-beautiful: lts\what attracted many of:us.to'live here:inrthe first (Batehe changes
our 4", 51 6" and older.generation pioneer-neighbors have seen alést 50, years bring tears to
some of their-eyes. Change;-even for the lbest-of reasonsy isalways hard.




Water gquality experts:talk
swimming, ©xpasure 4o
bacteria duringQand A

session
(T WINK NEV8 Chad Gill

Hurricane &n and:-a redtide bloom:-combined to
create dangerous:conditions in.coastaliwaters ir
Lee -and Collier.counties this:year;landisome
water quality-experts say they still-would-avoid
swimming-at:many-local-beachdan made
landfall on-Sept. 28, crushing-the Fort Myers
Naples-area with powerful windsd raging
storm surge Cars were:washed:into:canals,
commercial-seafaring-boats-were pushed a
guarter-mile inland,-and:many watertreatment
plants were:compromised.

The aftermathrmeant-local waters-werercontaminated with chemicals:and other: pollutardshare
is still a lot-of flotsam-in-many rivers; canals and:-bBgsteria from.sewage and septic systems:as we
asredtide (Kareniarbrevis) caused health officials:to:issues swim advisaries, most:of:.which-have beer
lifted in recentiweeks.

But with many:questions-remaining about. Southwestids water-quality;:it canbe difficult to
decide whether-or notiol dipyourtoesiinto the Gulf'of Mexico overthe holidaysrandiinto-the new year.

So, we-asked two water quality scientists 'with decades: of experience in.Southwest Florida if they
would enter localwaters; fish or paddleshere would you?

Q. Would,you swiminthe Gulf dfexico rightrnow?
A. "No,"said Calusa Waterkeeper John:Cassani. "I'would.not swimn the Gulf of Mexico at:this time."
Q. What-exactly are:youconcerned-about?

A. "Therpostlan-rainfall:runoff .and-stormrsurge produced considerable loading-of organs; debr
sewage-and otherichemical contaminants 'suchas:petroleum products,' Cassani continued:-"The hea.
loading ofrorganics:continues tofuel extensive microbial.growth including fecal-bacteria and harmful

algae, which can-causerserious:health:risks."

Q. Wha do you-expect to see:hetween:now and-the:next hurricane season?




"I expectrmore-of.what has-occurred-over-the past 22 yearsithat-has led to:rampant statewide
impairment of Florida's waters;"-Cassani’said. 'lax regulatory enforcement on agriculture-and urb
growth and:development has allowed:the rate ofiimpairment to-accelerate.”

Health officials lift. swim advisory for toxic-redtide on Bonita Beach, Fort-Myers B&¥aghosed the
similar questionsto/Jim-Beever;:a retired biologist and-climate .change:expert.

Q. Where istit safe-to.swim in Soutest Florida?

A. "It's real placdased to.whetheriit's: ok to-get inthe-water ornot," Beever said. "From-a'beach
perspective, there: are:some:beaches we know-are safe and some places are mot:If you're going
Cayo.Costa (State RPark); I-think you'ne f1 still wouldn't-go. off FortIMyers-Beach-and there'sisome
guestions-about Sanibel,:particularly by the'Lighthouse: I wouldn't-do/any Naples-beaches but in t
Ten Thousand lIslands; you're ‘ok."

Q. Wouldyou:goifishing in Matlacha or/any areas neanibath of the Caloosahatchee Rive3ftong
cold front to dropitempsrinithe B0s ta:Southwest Floridafor Christmas

A. "lwouldn'tifish:Matlacha," Beever said:"I'd feel more iconfident-in'northern Pine'Island Sound 3
Charlotte Harbor proper. I-know:-people take fish from polluted waters on: a rebakes:and they
don't get deathly:sick but it-can bioaccumulate-over:time."
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Beever:said bacteriarandred tiderconditions should: continue todmprove with-the:.comingcold fronts.

A commentifromyyour-publishenandditor, Ken[DeWalt:

Lot o Vei2ersbn o Avde KrlSINLIS INE 2 Y1 HagksRmadklit @& hardiztalgei il &hd qui-oBohe),

My wife Mona-and bboth-really misisose jungle creek kayak-floats

However, l.am:aware of what the regularmonitoring by Calusa:Waterkeeper tells .us'all,;and know
a majority .of the boaters and:fishersknow scoff at dangers like the onesmentioned above: And
government-officials; mch likeithosericonicpoliticians inithe 1965 movie/ JAWS, care-for.their; votin
constituents,tbhut-alsowant customers of-their-business owner constituentstaosktresultingax
dollarsitoo.
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And if you-heardwhat!l-heardfa father of three children under 10-say:on.Fort: Myers Beach: this pa
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Soft, clear-and perfect..Except for-the feces; sharp nails,;and-airborne toxins.

Stay-safe; dear-readers of ON'THE RIVER. «Even way. up by Alva the rivercanhide danger beyot
and poisonousisnakes.
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Bayshore Village:Rezoning

Bayshore Village is the 8-&ore property-at the NE corner of

rezoned in’206 to allowfor:61,000:sq! ft.'of:commercial:space,
limited to 25foot 1 storytbuildings.: A575' buffer.and 8" wall-.was

developmentifrom the residences tothe north.

The current-ownehas applied for. a-rezoning to allow: for

Residents are extremely concerned-about the high veolume:-of traffic éveldpment.will-add: on

top of the already increasing:traffic.on Bayshore Rd.-Access out/of Wells Rd. s already very diffic
addition, there:are concerns-about impactsito the rural nature of:Bayshore-and:to nearby resident
neighbors. TTheccommeial square footage: far.exceeds county guidelines forrcommercial-intensity

property of that:size.

If you share:any iof these concerns; please:consider signing the online petition at:

https: /ivwwwpetitionssnetioppoese: the: ne-zone «f HaaysheoreviVidlagel «ini2Q 03P

Youcan:alsoremaib county:staff reviewer-Adam Mendez at- AMendez@l|eegov.com with your

comments

Thank youConcerned Citizens of Bayshore:Community

Bayshore'Rd:-and Wells Rd:(currently-vacant). -The:property wa

required along the narth propertyline to: separate-the.commercial

125,000:sq: ftoof commercial space/including:a 48' four,story! hot¢
with no bufferwall. TThe mainrentrance/exit will betonto:-Wells Rd
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ForRass
Chastain, noifinal
watermelon, but

a yearto
remembert- and

build on

(TY rAtlantic)
AVONDALE, Arre. Inside:the .
Trackhouse: Racing hauler for
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Miller purchased it from:a famibpwned produce stand in:Salisbury, N.C:| earlier inithe:.weekas it is
alNet <f oS NI @ke Gk Aprerdien 1Yk :8le & deNBiacihin, & ki S-deNegafiod y A &
watermelonfarmer, can perform his:-trademarkl celebration-where heshma awatermelon-anytime
he wins.

However -even though his 2022 efforts! did not bring him the TopSpok-SiorK | & ¢ 2 y X

ChK Shleticil KASSHIPAr@&@thebrdad / | w

He pulled-off-armiracle:move at-Martinsvillecand:nearly wonrasurprising'title..Ross Chastain is our

NASCAR-Personof-the:Year

Alva United/MethadistcChurch
Sponsored TOYTOWN-again:this i€hristmas

(TY1Helen Kat@mth)

Toy Town happens.every year at Alaited Methodist Church to: benefit the
families ofrouryearround food pantry. Thisyear we:daver 200 families signed-up toreceive
donatedNEWtoys.

Twas: the night before Toy Town and all through the church no one was moving, too tired to
disburse. The toys all placed in the social roon for display, awaiting th e arrival of parents-on
Wednesday. The church-and-community have:.come:tagether again to bring to the children a
mighty big grin. Donations have poured in from somany people; they know that giving has-no
equal. The blessing of Christmas has come alive and will live; thanks-to-all who-have-helped
and decided to give. Special thanks to Lynn Hawkins and all of her elves.
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A resenvoirithessize of/ Naples is.comingitorHepdounty:to

KeS fldeddaCfa22NKHRI Qa o1 GSN

(TY WINK NEWS)

What used to-be: aicitrus grove will.one
day be-a'massive reservoithe goal-isito
keep water:cleanerand with less blue

green algaeBetweentoo-muchwateriin

the wet seasonandnot-enough in:the dry

season, Southwst Florida is:noistranger
to water woes.

The (G43 Reservoir project is:happening in

Hendry County,westiof:LaBelle.-Part of
the solutionwill.come from'the-more than
10,000acre (G43 reservoir. The-reservoir

will be about:the:size ‘of the City of:Naples.

A > 1 A ~

ItQ &peSE 1S Ol SRc 1l 273 608
will start taking.wet:season:flows in 202he price tag:forithe project is $1 billion; whichlwilllcome
from both state-and federal funds.

G ¢ K-&3 réservoir is supposed to icatch-the wet season flows from Lake Okeechobee-and the basi

andG43|storetherri-iI§ GKSi RAAOK E-NBS thid K,S¥od EaOQravit 2 0 K

Thesitewillstorpp oAttt A2y AL fft2ya 27
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the tallest point in Hendry Countg.2 SQNX LI | Y YA Y
treatment facility associated with the reservoir by injecting an

alum chemical to reduce the nutrient loads as well as to polish that
Ft29 2y (GKS RAAOKIFINBS o6F O] G2 i

hy OS A Qa whideablato take i thei VBeWEf the
massive water body.
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public access to each cell, to each 5000

acre cell. We have lots of canoeing and

hiking and equestrian facilities planned as
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