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On the RIVER 
Connecting ALVA Florida NEIGHBORS and       

NEIGHBORHOODS 

TO SUBSCRIBE, offer articles, or to contact the publisher/editor with any questions, email Ken DeWalt  
kendewalt@ontheriver.org   

 The deadline for receipt of any materials is the 15th of the month. 

 Issues go out before the 1st of each month, and may be edited. 
See our commercial advertising terms on the last page of this newsletter. We encourage all subscribers to consider patronizing the 

paid advertisers. Their support of our mission helps us provide you with this local Alva area newsletter.  

 

-LOCAL Alva area news: New RV Park? 

-LOCAL history: Alva Museum open for 

appointment tours. 

-LOCAL Community services: Library in Alva 

Park 

-LOCAL club and organization news: Alva 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9±9 /ƻƻƪƻǳǘ ϧ .ƻƴŦƛǊŜ 

-LOCAL recipe: Alva Sunday Shrimp 

-LOCAL Sports: Ross Chastain has quite a year! 

www.ONTHERIVER.ORG    Archive of all OTR newsletters and lots more, all FREE including a link to 

http://www.alvafl.org/newsletter.h tml to see previous Alva INC newsletters archived since 2010 

ISSUE 48, Dec 2023, 1700+ subscribers. Archives & MORE at  www.ontheriver.org  Ken DeWalt, pub. 

3000+ may view in Alva Florida Friends and Family https://www.facebook.com/groups/alva.fl/  

1000+ may view in Know Your Neighbors 239 https://www.facebook.com/groups/757702127967077 

800+ may view in Fort Myers Shores Neighborhood https://www.facebook.com/groups/1296361133883401 

5300+ may view in Preserve Buckingham https://www.facebook.com/groups/665471610185127 

мрллҌ Ƴŀȅ ǾƛŜǿ ƛƴ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ Happening in Buckingham & Alva https://www.facebook.com/groups/195607809187479 

срллҌ Ƴŀȅ ǾƛŜǿ ƛƴ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ IŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ [ŀ.ŜƭƭŜ https://www.facebook.com/groups/844456866040351 

мнΣлллҌ Ƴŀȅ ǾƛŜǿ ƛƴ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ IŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ [ŀ.ŜƭƭŜ ¢ƻŘŀȅ https://www.facebook.com/groups/1690641604483126 

3400+ may view in Nextdoor Alva https://nextdoor.com/city/alva --fl/   

 

3000+ may view in Nextdoor Alva https://nextdoor.com/city/alva --fl/    

http://www.ontheriver.org/
http://www.ontheriver.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/alva.fl/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1296361133883401
https://www.facebook.com/groups/665471610185127
https://www.facebook.com/groups/844456866040351
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1690641604483126
https://nextdoor.com/city/alva--fl/
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ALVA INC, At the Alva Community Center.  
ZOOM access will be available for those 

who are unable to attend. 

 

Info@AlvaFl.org       WEBSITE       www.ALVAFL.org 

NEXT MEETING: Every Second Tuesday, 7pm, Alva Community Center 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

![±! Lb/Ωǎ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мо ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ shared some BIG news 

First, the BIG news about the 777 Arcade that WAS planned for the 

building next to the post office on Broadway Street at the river. Yes, it 

WAS planned. Denise Eberle reported that the project has been canned 

by the owners of all the 777 Arcade mini-casinos going up all over 

Florida. 

Denise shared that once she and others reported its construction to the 

county, anŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻǳƎƘǘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ōŀǎƛŎ ΨƴŜǿ 

ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΩ ǇŜǊƳƛǘΣ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƻƻ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ттт ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ 

would have been near impossible was also a major factor. 

Denise has also learned that a man named Travis (no last name given), owner of ά¢ƛǘƭŜ ¢ǊŀŎƪŜǊέ in 

Buckingham would like to open a snack, bait, ice cream store and kayak rental shop there.  I hope he 

rents ocean kayaks. The waves some of our larger boats kick up can swamp a canoe or river kayak. 

--- 

Linda Bush from the Alva Library-Museum Board shared 

that the board is offering the building inside and out as a 

venue for parties, any kind of book, game, etc clubs to 

meet at a reasonable cost. 

She is also available herself to give guided tours through 

the museum by appointment at no cost. See the sign on 

the front door for contact information. 

--- 

Steve Brodkin shared that the Bayshore Village Rezoning on Bayshore Road east of I-75 in North Fort 

Myers, if approved, would allow for twice the projects planned retail space (61k sq. ft. to 125k sq. ft.) 
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and a four-story hotel with traffic dumping onto Wells Road and then onto an already very busy 

Bayshore. 

A petition against the re-ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀǘ tŀƳΩǎ Feed and Supply, 9670 Bayshore Rd, 

North Fort Myers, FL. (Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PamsFeed/ ). (239) 543-3121. 

--- 

Alexis Crespo shared that the expected Seven-Eleven store and gas station proposed for Rte 80 and 

Broadway Street across from the Alva Diner has been dropped by the developer, or at least placed on a 

long hold. No reason was given by the owners of the franchise. 

--- 

However, the BIGGEST news at the meeting was 

shared by Ms. Crespo for the developers of a 

planned 400 + premier Motor Coach Resort on the 

south side of Rte 80 at the intersection with 

Bateman Road. 

Currently called CALOOSA 80 MPD, this would be a 

resort on the order of Riverbend allowing only high-

end Class A motor coaches, busses, really. Nothing 

smaller would be permitted. The sites might have 

space for Casitas or stylish storage units and all 

would be adjacent to several small ponds built into 

the landscaping. A large portion of the property will 

remain or be landscaped naturally to keep a country 

feel. The site will have swimming, other outdoor 

sport, and a private clubhouse. 

Alexis shared that a portion of the 192-acre property 

was previously zoned for homes at 6 units per acre, but that project fell through though the zoning still 

holds. Other portions of the desired property will need to be re-zoned to allow for up to 2 units per 

acre. Although the owner would like to consider enlarging the project in the future to over 700 units 

that would amount to approximately 3.65 units per acre, not counting the commercial portion. 

Riverbend and River Landing Resorts farther east on Rte 80 total 381-unit sites together at this time, 

according to Ms. Crespo. 

The owner shared that with a 40-foot natural buffer along Bateman and Rte 80 the resort would be 

virtually invisible from either road, except for two new access roads onto Rte 80, perhaps with traffic 

lights. Rte 80 entrance and exit lanes might also be possible.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/PamsFeed/
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Required in this plan is public sewer and water coming 

east from Riverdale and Fort Myers. If there is sufficient 

supply the county could allow other owners along the 

south side of Rte 80 to connect to these lines. A major 

question raised by the attendees of the meeting is 

whether or not the city and county can supply enough 

water for all the developments now being planned closer 

and closer to Alva, Buckingham, and Lehigh Acres. Time 

will tell. 

The first official meetings with the county will begin in fall 

of 2023 but the owners wanted Alva residents to be able to share their thoughts about the project 

first.  They heard a few. 

-There is a large RV park being built now to the east of Alva in Hendry County that looks like it will hold 

several hundred up-scale sites. Will this area support a fourth large resort? 

-Traffic. Even if lanes and lights are put in, will rte 80 and current Alva area drivers be safe with this 

much added traffic? 

-Alva is supposed to be RURAL, and landscaped rural look-like forest around the coaches and towed 

ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǊǳǊŀƭΦ 

-And of course, some simply do not want more construction 

anywhere around Alva, and fear this kind of growth will 

bring retail stores, restaurants, and a Riverdale look to Palm 

Beach Boulevard. 

- Stan, the owner, said he originally offered the whole 

property, but the county wanted only a corner of it. Is that 

going to happen? 

For now, Alva INC will wait and work to keep the 

community aware. 

--- 

Meanwhile the Wedding venue on Packinghouse Road appears to be moving forward slowly for the 

owner. The Alva Assisted Living Center across from the Alva Village Market is being roofed and interior 

work begins soon. Many flooded Hurricane Ian homeowners and renters are being helped by churches, 

businesses and neighbors even as their insurance companies and FEMA create many frustrations, some 

that will only be resolved if people move completely out of the new FEMA declared flood zones. 

The Alva area is beautiful. Its what attracted many of us to live here in the first place.  But the changes 

our 4th, 5th, 6th and older generation pioneer neighbors have seen in the last 50 years bring tears to 

some of their eyes. Change, even for the best of reasons, is always hard. 
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Water quality experts talk 

swimming, exposure to 

bacteria during Q and A 

session 
(TY WINK NEWS and Chad Gillis) 

Hurricane Ian and a red tide bloom combined to 

create dangerous conditions in coastal waters in 

Lee and Collier counties this year, and some 

water quality experts say they still would avoid 

swimming at many local beaches. Ian made 

landfall on Sept. 28, crushing the Fort Myers-

Naples area with powerful winds and raging 

storm surge. Cars were washed into canals, 

commercial seafaring boats were pushed a 

quarter-mile inland, and many water treatment 

plants were compromised. 

The aftermath meant local waters were contaminated with chemicals and other pollutants, and there 

is still a lot of flotsam in many rivers, canals and bays. Bacteria from sewage and septic systems as well 

as red tide (Karenia brevis) caused health officials to issues swim advisories, most of which have been 

lifted in recent weeks. 

But with many questions remaining about Southwest Florida's water quality, it can be difficult to 

decide whether or not to dip your toes into the Gulf of Mexico over the holidays and into the new year. 

So, we asked two water quality scientists with decades of experience in Southwest Florida if they 

would enter local waters, fish or paddle, where would you? 

Q. Would you swim in the Gulf of Mexico right now? 

A. "No," said Calusa Waterkeeper John Cassani. "I would not swim in the Gulf of Mexico at this time." 

Q. What exactly are you concerned about? 

A. "The post Ian rainfall runoff and storm surge produced considerable loading of organic debris, 

sewage and other chemical contaminants such as petroleum products," Cassani continued. "The heavy 

loading of organics continues to fuel extensive microbial growth including fecal bacteria and harmful 

algae, which can cause serious health risks." 

Q. What do you expect to see between now and the next hurricane season? 
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"I expect more of what has occurred over the past 22 years that has led to rampant statewide 

impairment of Florida's waters," Cassani said. "Lax regulatory enforcement on agriculture and urban 

growth and development has allowed the rate of impairment to accelerate." 

Health officials lift swim advisory for toxic red tide on Bonita Beach, Fort Myers Beach. We posed the 

similar questions to Jim Beever, a retired biologist and climate change expert. 

Q. Where is it safe to swim in Southwest Florida? 

A. "It's real place-based to whether it's ok to get in the water or not," Beever said. "From a beach 

perspective, there are some beaches we know are safe and some places are not. If you're going out to 

Cayo Costa (State Park), I think you're fine. I still wouldn't go off Fort Myers Beach and there's some 

questions about Sanibel, particularly by the Lighthouse. I wouldn't do any Naples beaches but in the 

Ten Thousand Islands, you're ok." 

Q. Would you go fishing in Matlacha or any areas near the mouth of the Caloosahatchee River? Strong 

cold front to drop temps in the 30s to Southwest Florida for Christmas 

A. "I wouldn't fish Matlacha," Beever said. "I'd feel more confident in northern Pine Island Sound and 

Charlotte Harbor proper. I know people take fish from polluted waters on a regular bases and they 

don't get deathly sick but it can bioaccumulate over time." 

Beever said bacteria and red tide conditions should continue to improve with the coming cold fronts. 

---- 

A comment from your publisher and editor, Ken DeWalt: 

LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŦƛǎƘŜǊǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƪŀȅŀƪ ǿƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ backs made it too hard to get in and out of one. 

My wife Mona and I both really miss those jungle creek kayak floats. 

However, I am aware of what the regular monitoring by Calusa Waterkeeper tells us all, and know that 

a majority of the boaters and fishers I know scoff at dangers like the ones mentioned above. And our 

government officials, much like those iconic politicians in the 1965 movie JAWS, care for their voting 

constituents, but also want customers of their business owner constituents and those resulting tax 

dollars too. 

aȅ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴΚ  LŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƳƻƴŜǘŀǊȅ ƻǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀȄŜ ǘƻ ƎǊƛƴŘΣ ǎŀȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŝŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘΣ 

or ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƻŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ 

And if you heard what I heard a father of three children under 10 say on Fort Myers Beach this past 

¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ Ŧƻƭƪǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΣ ά5ŀƴƎŜǊΚ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅ 

danger. ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎƻŦǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΦέ 

5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜΣ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴŘƪƛŘǎ ǎŀƪŜΦ 

Soft, clear and perfect. Except for the feces, sharp nails, and airborne toxins. 

Stay safe, dear readers of ON THE RIVER.  Even way up by Alva the river can hide danger beyond gators 

and poisonous snakes. 
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Bayshore Village Rezoning 

     Bayshore Village is the 8.75-acre property at the NE corner of 

Bayshore Rd. and Wells Rd. (currently vacant).  The property was 

rezoned in 2006 to allow for 61,000 sq. ft. of commercial space, 

limited to 25-foot 1 story buildings.  A 75' buffer and 8' wall was 

required along the north property line to separate the commercial 

development from the residences to the north.   

     The current owner has applied for a rezoning to allow for 

125,000 sq. ft. of commercial space including a 48' four story hotel, 

with no buffer wall.  The main entrance/exit will be onto Wells Rd. 

     Residents are extremely concerned about the high volume of traffic the development will add on 

top of the already increasing traffic on Bayshore Rd.  Access out of Wells Rd. is already very difficult.  In 

addition, there are concerns about impacts to the rural nature of Bayshore and to nearby residential 

neighbors.  The commercial square footage far exceeds county guidelines for commercial intensity on a 

property of that size. 

     If you share any of these concerns, please consider signing the online petition at: 

 https://www.petitions.net/oppose_the_re-zone_of_bayshore_village_dci2022-00032 

     You can also email county staff reviewer Adam Mendez at AMendez@leegov.com with your 

comments. 

Thank you, Concerned Citizens of Bayshore Community 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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For Ross 

Chastain, no final 

watermelon, but 

a year to 

remember τ and 

build on 
(TY Atlantic) 

AVONDALE, Ariz. τ Inside the 

Trackhouse Racing hauler for 

wƻǎǎ /ƘŀǎǘŀƛƴΩǎ bƻΦ м ǘŜŀƳΣ ŀ ǿŀǘŜǊƳŜƭƻƴ ǎƛǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀŘŘŜŘ ŎǊŀǘŜ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǘƻǇΦ IŀǳƭŜǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ wƻȅ 

Miller purchased it from a family-owned produce stand in Salisbury, N.C., earlier in the week as it is 

aƛƭƭŜǊΩǎ ǘŀǎƪ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ŀ ǿŀǘŜǊƳŜƭƻƴ ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘŀǎǘŀƛƴΣ ŀƴ ŜƛƎƘǘƘ-generation 

watermelon farmer, can perform his trademark celebration where he smashes a watermelon anytime 

he wins. 

However, even though his 2022 efforts did not bring him the Top SpotΣ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻƴΧ 

¢ƘŜ !ǘƘƭŜǘƛŎǎΩ b!{/!w tŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ 

He pulled off a miracle move at Martinsville and nearly won a surprising title. Ross Chastain is our 2022 

NASCAR Person of the Year! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Alva United Methodist Church 

Sponsored TOY TOWN again this Christmas 
(TY Helen Katz-Smith) 

Toy Town happens every year at Alva United Methodist Church to benefit the 

families of our year-round food pantry. This year we had over 200 families signed up to receive 

donated NEW toys. 

Twas˫ the night before Toy Town and all through the church no one was moving, too tired to 

disburse. The toys all placed in the social room for display, awaiting th e arrival of parents on 

Wednesday. The church and community have come together again to bring to the children a 

mighty big grin. Donations have poured in from so many people, they know that giving has no 

equal.  The blessing of Christmas has come alive and will live, thanks to all who have helped 

and decided to give. Special thanks to Lynn Hawkins and all of her elves.  
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A reservoir the size of Naples is coming to Hendry County to 

ƘŜƭǇ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿƻŜǎ 
(TY WINK NEWS) 

What used to be a citrus grove will one 

day be a massive reservoir. The goal is to 

keep water cleaner and with less blue-

green algae. Between too much water in 

the wet season and not enough in the dry 

season, Southwest Florida is no stranger 

to water woes. 

The C-43 Reservoir project is happening in 

Hendry County, west of LaBelle. Part of 

the solution will come from the more than 

10,000-acre C-43 reservoir. The reservoir 

will be about the size of the City of Naples. 

ItΩǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ нлно ōǳǘ 

will start taking wet season flows in 2024. The price tag for the project is $1 billion, which will come 

from both state and federal funds. 

ά¢ƘŜ /-43 reservoir is supposed to catch the wet season flows from Lake Okeechobee and the basin 

and C-43, store them ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ {Ƙŀǿƴ 

Waldeck, site manager at the C-43 reservoir project. 

The site will store рр ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ Ǝŀƭƭƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŦǳƭƭΣ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ 

into two cells. LǘΩǎ ǎƻ ōƛƎΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾƻƛǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

the tallest point in Hendry County. ά²ŜΩǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 

treatment facility associated with the reservoir by injecting an 

alum chemical to reduce the nutrient loads as well as to polish that 

Ŧƭƻǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΣέ ²ŀƭŘŜŎƪ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

hƴŎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƻƴŜΣ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ will be able to take in the view of the 

massive water body. 

ά{ƻΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾƻƛǊ Ƙŀǎ ōƻŀǘ ǊŀƳǇǎ ŦƻǊ 

public access to each cell, to each 5000-

acre cell. We have lots of canoeing and 

hiking and equestrian facilities planned as 

ǿŜƭƭΣέ ²ŀƭŘŜŎƪ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

 

 


